Cecil County School District in Maryland received a grant to target two high schools (Perryville and Elkton) for 2009-2010 school year based on their level of need as defined by those students who have passed the course but have failed the High School Assessment (HSA). Perryville High School will target students in the 9th grade academy to be tutors and tutees for HSA.  Most of the tutees have an IEP.  Elkton High School will start a peer mentor program for at-risk students that need to pass the HSA.  

Cecil County School District in the northern corridor of Maryland bordering Pennsylvania to the North and Delaware to the East, serves 16,000 students in 31 public schools.  Fifteen percent of the students in the district have learning disabilities.

At Perryville H.S., 28 tutors worked with 34 tutees. 60 Tutees were invited initially to work with the Tutors and only 34 tutees worked with the tutors.  Feedback from the tutees saw the strengths of the program to be:  improve my grades, improve my performance in class, help with stuff they are failing and questions they don’t know.  Some areas of improvement include games on the computer, none, bigger classroom.  The tutees indicated that they generally felt good about being tutored by another student.  They stated “It feels good because we can understand each other more than a teacher can understand us; it was a really cool thing and it helps me; felt comfortable because I just needed another student to explain my subject easier to me; it feels good to get to know more about my tutor”.  

How Tutees Saw the Tutors and Program at Perryville High School

A survey was given to the tutees which rated their tutor as mostly high concerning being prepared, necessary materials, demonstrated knowledge about basic tutoring concepts, gave clear directions, kept me on task, actively involved in my subject material, used time efficiently, interested during sessions, utilized entire session, keep up-to-date records, consistent attendance and punctual, tutor knew about the subject matter.  The tutees  rated the program 4.75 on a scale of 1(weak) to 5(very good).
Impact on Tutees grades and behavior at Perryville High School

Out of the 26 tutees, 13 of them had their grades go up in the 4th marking period (MP) which is when the tutoring was taking place. The tutoring experience has a positive impact on tutee behavior because of the improvement in referrals 4th MP compared to 3rd MP. The impact on grades will be more evident when tutoring relationships continue for a longer period of time.  Likewise it is anticipated that the impact on attendance and grades will increase over time as well.  It is plausible that tutees received special attention and encouragement from faculty and students, which made them feel more connected to the school.  Tutees learned new strategies to help improve their grades. Tutors demonstrated that they cared about the performance of the students, as well as they cared about the tutees’ attitudes, attendance, behavior and decisions. It appears that many of the mentoring skills taught in training increased the awareness of the importance of sensitivity to another person’s perspective and their background. Focusing on the importance of the tutor/tutee relationship improved the tutees ability to behave better so they have fewer discipline referrals.

Impact on Tutees at Elkton High School

Elkton High School trained 17 Mentors/ Tutors who were assigned to 36 tutees who met the tutees 3 to 20 times in multiple areas:  Algebra, Biology, English and American Government.  There is no documentation received regarding average number of contacts.  Drop out rate has declined. Drop out rate five years ago was 5% and now is 3 to 4%. 

Outcome Results
HSA Results

PERRYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL Tutees


Perryville Tutees—24 Tutees took 47 Tests.  23 scored Basic, 24 proficient or higher.   This would indicate that over half of the tests were passed. We also found an improvement of one student that took the test before and one student that had 11 office referrals 3 quarter, had only 1 fourth quarter and passed the Government test. 

PERRYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL GRANT TARGETED STUDENTS

In looking at the original Perryville High School original Grant Targeted students, 
5 students received tutoring and 20 students did not receive tutoring.  In comparing the two groups, it was found that of those tutees (5)  and grant targeted (20)  students that took the tests in May, it would appear that a larger percentage passed with the tutees in English, Biology and Government.  Algebra was the same.

Elkton
Elkton had 18 tutees, 10 were special education students. 18 tutees took 15 tests in May of 2010.  It would appear that 4 tests were passed out of 15 tests and 5 students increased their scores from previous testing which would indicate a trend. 

