The St. Charles (MO) School District is the first recipient of the Certified Organizations with Peer Programs distinction awarded by NAPPP. A district or non-profit organization that has 501(c)(3)status can apply for COPP status for their entire peer programming effort. 

The Peer Helper Programs in five schools in the St. Charles School District are Certified Peer Helper Programs, and seven building sponsors are Certified Peer Program Educators. An organization/district must have three or more programs or buildings to qualify for COPP status. The St. Charles School District Schools qualifying programs/buildings are St. Charles High School, St. Charles West High School, Hardin Middle School, Jefferson Middle School, and Null Elementary School.

NAPPP offers certification to individuals, programs, curriculum and trainer/consultants as part of its mission to equip individuals to help others by promoting standards of excellence in peer programs.
The St. Charles School District received a Missouri Department of Transportation grant to reduce underage drinking and driving. More than 70 Peer Helpers from St. Charles High School and St. Charles West High School attended two-day training with Dr. Judy Tindall, psychologist and president of the National Association of Peer Program Professionals, in November 2009.
St. Charles School District seeks to reduce underage drinking and driving and distracted driving as well as increase seat belt compliance by youth through educational programming. Kathleen Graham, CPPE, coordinator for the St. Charles High School Peer Helpers states, “The training was really eye opening. I have finally accepted that we probably cannot prevent every student from drinking, but we can hopefully make students more aware of the consequences of drinking and driving or getting in a car with a driver who has been drinking. I want to see students making better choices for themselves.” Trained Peer Helpers are currently providing education to students in both high schools. At St. Charles High, Peer Helpers are presenting four lessons each to over 42 classrooms so that virtually the whole student population will hear this important message. St. Charles High School senior, Hali Schoelhamer, states, “I really want kids to hear this message and take it seriously. I want them to know that we care and we’re not just presenting these lessons because we have to but because we are concerned.” Peers were also trained in January 2010 in crisis management. 

The high school Peer Helpers have delivered lessons on tobacco and alcohol, character education, and FAS. Spring 2009 Peers taught lessons that they created on topics such as rumors and gossip, responsibility, sportsmanship, courtesy, courage, teasing, teamwork, respect and friendship, and good manners to more than 135 classrooms of elementary children. Additionally, they plan Peer Week and Red Ribbon Week activities, as well as week-long activities to heighten awareness on depression and suicide, dating violence, and stress. Peer Helpers also help organize the drunken driving simulations before prom.

The St. Charles High School Peer Helpers have been recognized at the St. Charles Business Magazine Honors Program for their contributions to the St. Charles community. St. Charles Business Magazine in partnership with the Community Council of St. Charles County and the St. Charles Community College Foundation selected them as their youth recipient. 

Peer Helpers presented a skit for the Community Networking Forum centered on the story "Stone Soup" for more than 400 attendees who were there to network about community's resources, and they annually assist at the forum by helping with registration, directions, refreshments, and introductions of guest speakers. 

At the elementary level, the Peer Helper Program lends assistance to students leaving the building at the end of the day, and fourth-grade tutors help younger students academically.
Certification has definitely impacted the Peer Helpers program at St. Charles High, says Graham, “Our program has a lot more credibility in the eyes of administrators now. Peer Helpers has grown from a club to a class. This was the first year that I had two classes of Peer Helping. We are in the process of enrolling students for the 2010-2011 school year, and I have had 94 students indicate interest in being a Peer. That is almost 10% of our school population.”
