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· Update from Certified Peer Program - Childrens Hospital, Los Angeles, Division of Adolescent Medicine, Substance Abuse Prevention & Treatment
· Trainings for Peer Helper Professional
· New Partnership Launches
Ultimate Healthy Relationship Resource

· Partner News
· Funding-Grant Opportunities
Become a fan of NAPPP on Facebook
MARK YOUR CALENDERS FOR THE SAME TIME NEXT YEAR AND JOIN NAPPP AND THE JENNIFER CLAIRE MOORE FOUNDATION IN THE SECOND ANNUAL PEER HELPING INSTITUTE. COME TO THE BEACHES! 

NAPPP offers certification to individuals, programs, curriculum, and trainer/consultants as part of its mission to help adults establish, train, supervise, maintain and evaluate peer programs. 
Renewing CPPE: Judith Tindall, PhD, Psychological Network, St. Charles, MO; Bonnie Redgrave-Lewis, Derrick Thomas Academy, Kansas City, MO

New CPPE: Cynthia Morton, Rockdale County Schools, Conyers, GA; Melissa Meyer, Derrick Thomas Academy-Spofford, Kansas City, MO; Charlotte Spurlin, Andalusa (AL), High; Lynne Alexander, Morgan County Schools, Eva, AL; Wendy McIntosh, Gulf Shores (AL) Middle School; Debbie Dunlap, Decatur (AL), City Schools, Gwendolyn Williams, Mobile County Public School System, Eightmile, AL; Jennifer Bailey, Chelsea (AL) High School; Barbara Thompson, Oak Park Middle School, Decatur, AL
New Member: Deanna Tocco, Tri-Community Coalition, Oak Park, MI

Thank you to all the Alabama Conference attendees and presenters who received a one-year NAPPP membership:
Lynne Alexander, Eva School K-8; Jennifer Bailey, Chelsea High School; Timothy Beasley, Wilcox County School System; Amy Beltran, Salem High School; Toyka Boggan, Wilcox County School System; Terri Borie, Hoover High School; Barbara Brown, Wilcox County School System; Carrie Busby, Hoover High School; Donna Cauley, Andalusia High School; Carol Cleveland, J. Larry Newton School; Sheila Colvin, North Mobile Middle School; Billy Combs, Pleasant Home School K-12; Beth Craft, Baldwin County Mental Health; Durand Curtis, W.J. Carroll Intermediate School; Philip Doty, Daphne United Methodist Church; Jean Downing, Drug Education Council; Kathryn Doyle, Foley Middle School; Debbie Dunlap, Decatur City Schools; Rebecca Ellis, ; Serena Forrest, Robertsdale Elementary School; Robin Foster, St. Louis Job Corps Center; Kathy Gruner, Spanish Fort High School; Patrice Harris, Baldwin County Schools; Tanji Harton, Pickins County High School; Ann Hastings, Hoover City Schools; Thomas Helus, Montgomery Public Schools; Mary Howard, Montevallo High School; Evelyn Hudson, Camden School of Arts & Technology; Jeanie Ingram, J. Larry Newton School; Sue Jones, The Focus Program; Sharlene Key, The Focus Program; Brittany Lea, Montevallo High School; Rhonda Martin, Opp High School; Wendy McIntosh, Gulf Shores Middle School; Angie McLean, Elberta Middle School; Melissa Meyer, Derrick Thomas Academy; Kenyetta, Miller, Montgomery Public Schools; Ceceila Mills, Alabama State; Department of Education ; Lynn Mitchem, Bay Minette Middle School; Cynthia Morton, Salem High School; Felicia Myers, Calcedeaver Elementary School; Gloria Phillips, Wilcox County School System; Vandlyn Pierre, Drug Education Council; Bonnie Redgrave-Lewis, Derrick Thomas Academy; Sharon Robinson, Wilcox County School System; Dr. Ernie Rosado, Gulf Shores High School; Dr. Sherri Savage, Jefferson County Board of Education; Stephanie Schell, Oak Mountain High School; Jaclyn Snow-Weaver, Lott Middle School; Cris Solberg, Drug Education Council Charlotte Spurlin, Andalusia High School; Robert Stallworth, Wilcox County School System; April Thomas, Daphne East Elementary School; Yolanda Thompkins, Tipton Middle School; Barbara Thompson, Decatur City Schools; Ashley Townsend, Daphne East Elementary School; Manervia Washington, Montgomery Public Schools; Gwen Williams, Blount High School; Channell Williams, Pickins County High School; Jennifer Claire Moore Foundation: Ashley Jones, Reta Barnes, Frances Holk-Jones, Lindsey Schumacher, Donny Mecke; Presenters: Dr. Cindy Erickson, Robertsdale High School; Tana Blandford,, Daphne High School; Anita Drummond, Summerdale K-8 ; Julie Champion, Foley High School; Nelda Reichley, Gulf Shores High School; Amy McKenzie, Gulf Shores High School; Dr. Rachael McDaniel, Baldwin County High School; Amanda Hembree, Bayside Academy

Please look over the book/resource area at www.peerprogramprofessionals.org where you can shop for books and resources that have been reviewed by the NAPPP Professional Development Committee and are found to be consistent with recommended training needed for peer helpers or support activities utilized in Peer Helping Programs. 
Perspectives in Peer Programs (PPP) is conducting a search for the volunteer position of editor. 

Responsibilities include: manage submissions and author communication through online and mail submission system; evaluate and comment on manuscripts as well as compose decision letters; assist with oversight of a Review Board; solicit, as needed, ideas for special issues; send out calls for manuscripts; and maintain an efficient and thorough review process. 

The term commences as soon as a decision has been made by the NAPPP Board.

Qualifications include:

· Rank of at least assistant professor or adjunct professor

·  Editorial board experience

· A consistent record of scholarly publications in refereed journals, with at least some focused on peer program issues

· Ability to critique manuscripts that are non-empirical/conceptual in nature as well as those using quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods

To apply, submit a current curriculum vita and a cover letter outlining your interest and qualifications as well as level of institutional support to nappp@peerprogramprofessionals.org
Best Buddies Month - March (month)
www.bestbuddies.org
National Youth Violence Prevention Week - March 21-25
www.nationalsave.org/main/YVPC.php
Global Youth Service Day is April 15-17, 2011

Visit www.GYSD.org
Global Youth Service Day is an annual campaign that celebrates and mobilizes the millions of children and youth who improve their communities each day of the year through service and service-learning. Established in 1988, Global Youth Service Day is the largest service event in the world - and the only day of service dedicated to children and youth - and is celebrated each year in over 100 countries.

Each year, millions of children and youth around the world work together with schools, youth organizations, nonprofits, community and faith-based organizations, volunteer and national service programs, government agencies, faith communities, and other individuals to address the world’s most critical issues and change their communities on Global Youth Service Day.

Global Youth Service Day is organized by Youth Service America and its Global Youth Service Network.
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-39-spring-2011/your-students-love-social-media-and-so-can-you?newsletter=TT022211

https://www.drivingskillsforlife.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=422&Itemid=17
http://www.mentalhealthscreening.org/programs/youth-prevention-programs/sos/
http://www.youtube.com/user/YouthProgramsSMH?feature=mhum
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National Organizations for Youth Safety
7371 Atlas Walk Way #109 
Gainesville , VA 20155 
Phone - 703-981-0264 
Fax - 703-754-8262 

www.noys.org
Download the toolkit http://noys.org/mydocuments/the_last_text_noys_community_viewing_toolkit.pdf
Download the documentary http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqvX_ 

Support NAPPP by shopping at more than 700 brand name stores. A portion of each online purchase will be donated to NAPPP
http://www.iGive.com/nappp
AND
http://www.iSearchiGive.com/nappp

Youth Service America supports and motivates youth, educators, and service-learning coordinators by distributing more than $1 million dollars in micro grants each year to help support youth-led service and service-learning initiatives. While most of the grants support projects that culminate on Global Youth Service Day in April, funding is also available for projects in the fall.
 http://www.ysa.org/grants
NAPPP, PO Box 28564
Gladstone, MO 64188

Phone/fax: 888-691-1088

Email: nappp@peerprogramprofessionals.org
Website: www.peerprogramprofessionals.org
	



Vision: Establishing a culture of people helping people. 
Mission: The National Association of Peer Programs Professionals helps adults establish, train, supervise, maintain and evaluate peer programs
National Peer Helpers Conference Offered Opportunities for Establishing, Expanding and Enhancing a Peer Program at 1st Annual National Peer Helping Institute sponsored by National Association of Peer Program Professionals and Jennifer Claire Moore Foundation 
The first annual peer helping institute to assist professionals to begin, enhance, expand their peer helping program was held February 20-22 in Gulf Shores, Alabama. The weather cooperated, so attendees could enjoy the beaches and feel rejuvenated about peer helping at the close of the institute. 
Evaluations were very high from the attendees who represented 5 states.  Many of the participants received Certified Peer Program Educator certification (CPPE) status, and some of the participants renewed their certification. All attendees received one year of membership in NAPPP.
Dr. Allen Lee, Ph.D., Superintendent of Baldwin County Schools welcomed the participants and indicated that Peer Helping was the “best thing he has seen in Baldwin County Schools.” Currently there are 18 programs in Baldwin County. All high schools have a program for class credit but one. There are 48 schools in the county, and Dr. Lee would “like to see programs in all the schools.” He shared many of his observations about peer helpers in action. Dr. Lee is truly is an advocate and leader in the peer helping field.
More than 65 participants took part in the conference which was coordinated by the Jennifer Claire Moore Foundation (JMG) and NAPPP. The foundation was established by Frances Holk-Jones and has helped establish and support peer helper programs in Baldwin County schools. 

The Foundation is named for Frances’ daughter, who committed suicide at age 16 in 1997. The Foundation was established in 1998 and supports peer helper programs in which high school and middle school students work with other teens to help with problems. JMF advocates for programs following the NAPPP Programmatic Standards and have certified staff and programs.  

"We’ve always had such great visions of what our phrase is, ‘helping the youth cope with day-to-day life issues,’ so this is all part of our vision," Frances said. "We’re just thrilled that it’s growing by leaps and bounds. It’s a shame that we’re needed, but we’re not just crisis intervention. We’re also day-to-day life issues. Whether it’s an issue that someone has a fight with a boyfriend or their parents are divorcing or someone’s losing a job. It’s all of those day-to-day issues that the youth of America do deal with." 
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She said peer helper programs can help resolve many of the issues now concerning educators, such as dropout rates and bullying. Other issues discussed included girl power and fundraising. 

Conference participants included Judith Tindall, PhD, NAPPP Board President and the author of the "Peer Power" books used as texts for the Baldwin school programs. Dr. Tindall set the stage on opening day to talk about the relevance of peer helping and the research to support peer helping. She also discussed NAPPP certifications and recognized eight Certified Peer Programs in Alabama, and two NAPPP Certified Trainers and Consultants in Alabama. Julie Champion is the latest Certified Trainer/Consultant in Alabama. 
The conference helped educators establish peer helper programs and included such issues as peer mentoring, tutoring, mediation, peer educators, highway traffic safety, and other ways that teens can be helped with the assistance of their fellow students. 

Hats off to the Jennifer Claire Moore Foundation for their great effort in making this 1st national institute a success. Ashley Jones, Executive Director, and others from the Foundation organized a fun learning experience for the participants. Julie Champion, CPPE, and Nelda Reichley, CPPE, served on the committee to identify needs of the participants, organize the institute and recruit other peer helping teachers to help with the break-out sessions. The sessions included Stop the Drop,” “Evaluation,”  “Peer Mediation,” “Peer Tutoring,” “Middle and Elementary” programs and more. Dr. Tindall facilitated the “Establish a Peer Program” training.  
Update from Certified Peer Program - Childrens Hospital, Los Angeles, Division of Adolescent Medicine, Substance Abuse Prevention & Treatment
A Peer Helper Training Program was designed and implemented within the Division of Adolescent Medicine at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles in June 2008. It was motivated by the belief that youth can be powerful change agents in the lives of other youth and can help prevent or reduce the harmful effects of substance related problems. The Program was designed as a prevention strategy to address substance use among young people ages 10-25. Initially, the primary objective was to train young people as Peer Helpers so that they could provide useful information to other young people about drugs and alcohol. The Program has developed into a phenomenal display of resilience-based prevention that promotes competence in a group of extraordinary youth who provide education to peers, parents, and community providers throughout Los Angeles.

Outreach for the group was done by posting a flyer within the Division of Adolescent Medicine and partnering agencies in the Hollywood area. The only requirement was a willingness to commit to the training schedule sponsored by the Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Program  (SAPT) at CHLA. There were ten youth ready to be trained as peer helpers within a few weeks. They were all between 18 and 24 years old, several were living in homeless shelters and transitional living programs. Three were actively involved in recovery from drugs and alcohol, others were contemplating whether or not their use was problematic, and three said that they didn’t drink or use because they had family members who were alcoholics or addicts and they were vehemently opposed to use. All thought they could work with other youth to educate them and support alternative and healthy decision-making. Collectively, they represented “high-risk” youth dealing with poverty, oppression, gang violence, homelessness, and complex trauma. 

The SAPT program at Childrens Hospital in the Division of Adolescent Medicine offers a unique Peer Educator Program. Most of the youth enrolled in the Peer Educator Program are youth who are struggling with their own substance use. The Peer Educator Training Program is an avenue for exploration, to enhance motivation, and to enhance positive youth development through leadership. 

Coreena Hendrickson, LCSW, CPPE, director of SAPT, reports that “in 2010, we had two series of trainings. One training involved youth ages 13-19 who were in high school or continuation school. From this group of youth, several served on panels to provide presentations regarding substance use and young people, using their own personal stories and information they had learned about risk and protective factors and the continuum of use.”

The youth spoke to more than 60 social workers for the Los Angeles Department of Children and Family Services; more than 300 youth at the Ticket – a youth conference in Hollywood for high school students; and for Antioch University for students in the Masters of Psychology Program studying chemical dependency.

In October, LGBT homeless and runaway youth residing in transitional housing ages 18-25 were trained. These youth produced a video for the 8th National Harm Reduction Conference in Texas; spoke to more than 200 providers for the Los Angeles Substance Abuse Prevention and Control & Department of Public Health; Antioch University; and medical providers at CHLA. 

Coreena noted, “We are pleased to continue to offer this program to youth and are forever impressed with the youth’s honesty, commitment, and leadership. Some of these same youth have continued in treatment and others serve on our Youth Advisory Council for SAPT services.”

Trainings for the Peer Helper Professional
NAPPP Summer Institute: How to Train Peer Helpers, Enhance Existing Peer Programs, Evaluate Peer Programs, and Become a Trainer of Peer Program Adults

June 14-18, 2011
Future Farmers of America Headquarters, Indianapolis, IN
*Registration fees: 1 day: $150; 2 days: $249; 3 days: $349 and 4 days: $449. Register online at www.peerprogramprofessionals.org under Training Institutes.

The institute has components intended for peer program professionals who are responsible for training peer helpers, enhancing existing peer programs, peer program evaluation, or training other adult peer program professionals. 

Preliminary offerings include:
Become a Trainer of Peer Helpers, registration $249*
June 14-15


Participants in this workshop will acquire the tools and practice the skills to train peer helpers and build and sustain flexible, vibrant peer programs. Participants will be introduced to nine essential areas of training: helping roles, confidentiality and referrals, communication skills, decision-making, team-building, ethics, group management, group process, and organizational dynamics. Each participant will learn a variety of techniques that will make any training they lead more fun while enhancing the educational component. NAPPP Programmatic Standards and Ethics will provide the foundation for all of these skills and strategies. Bring your ideas and creativity to this interactive workshop. 

Facilitators: Sue Routson, M.S., PICT Executive Director, CPPE, NAPPP Certified Trainer/Consultant, and others TBA

Enhance Existing Peer Programs (Open to those who already have CPPE status), registration $150*
June 15 


Participants will share successes and program materials they have created. Instructions for participation will be sent out in advance.

Facilitator: Sue Routson, M.S., PICT Executive Director, CPPE, NAPPP Certified Trainer/Consultant 

Evaluation for Success in Peer Resource Programs: You Can Make a Difference, registration $150*

June 16

This training is designed to prepare participants to use the NAPPP Programmatic Standards, Ethics, and Rubric to evaluate their peer programs. A variety of other evaluation tools will also be reviewed for use with peer programs. Participants are asked to bring any evaluation tools they are currently using to share with others. Actual evaluation materials will be developed during the training for each participant's own program. A case study with several different evaluation strategies also will be presented.

Facilitator: Randy Black, Ph.D., MPH, Purdue University, CPPE, NAPPP Certified Trainer/Consultant

Trainer of Trainers, registration $249* 
June 17-18

This workshop is designed for experienced peer program adults who would like to train other adult peer leaders. Participants should have completed NAPPP-sponsored Establish a Peer Helping Program, 

Become a Trainer of Peer Helpers, and Evaluation for Success, or equivalent training and be currently involved in training youth and other adults. The focus will be on leadership skills, building teams, skills of participants, understanding peer programs, teaching and learning strategies, and media utilization. Time will be spent on observation of training, giving feedback, and ongoing program quality assurance. 

Facilitator: Sue Routson, M.S., PICT Executive Director, NAPPP Certified Trainer/Consultant, CPPE
2011's International Training Institute 
'Establish or Enhance a Youth Court/Teen Court'

June 7-9, 2011, Las Vegas, Nevada
Sponsored by Global Youth Justice and Youth Justice USA

For more information on this Global Youth Justice 3-Day Training and other upcoming Global Youth Justice Trainings, Institutes, and Events:

http://www.globalyouthjustice.org/Training_and_Events.html.

A record 1,264 plus local communities around the globe now have an operational Youth Justice/Juvenile Justice Diversion Program often referred to as Youth Court, Teen Court, Peer Court and Youth Peer Panel. A record 100,000 plus civic minded youth and adults are now volunteering annually for Youth Justice in their community. 
SADD National Conference, Passport to Adventure: Cleared for Takeoff

June 26-29, 2011, Hyatt Regency O’Hare, Chicago, IL

Pricing for the conference is all-inclusive (except travel) and includes the conference fee (speakers, workshops, and off-site event), hotel room cost, and all meals during the conference. Cost is $750 for students (quad occupancy) and $850 for adults (double occupancy). Registration information available at http://www.sadd.org/conference.htm
New Partnership Launches Ultimate Healthy Relationship Resource

http://www.breakthecycle.org/

Break the Cycle and the National Dating Abuse Helpline, a project of the National Council on Family Violence, are joining forces to create the most comprehensive online destination to engage, educate and empower teens and young adults to prevent and end abusive relationships -- loveisrespect.org.

Break the Cycle is the nation's leading organization addressing dating abuse with more than 15 years of providing training, education, online resources, advocacy and activism. The National Dating Abuse Helpline provides the only peer-to-peer online chat in the country where trained advocates give advice to other teens and young adults.

Teen dating violence is an urgent, silent epidemic. One in three teens will experience abuse in a dating relationship and more than two-thirds of them will never report it to anyone.

A National Advisory Board composed of a diverse group of youth and culturally specific service providers will enhance the partnership by providing feedback on how to best serve teens and young adults.

Loveisrespect.org will help teens and young adults, ages 12-24, navigate the spectrum of healthy relationship behaviors. Young people will learn there are options, answers and support available to them every hour of every day. Break the Cycle and the National Dating Abuse Helpline are designing the site specifically for young people, emphasizing confidentiality and trust to ensure teens nationwide feel safe and supported – online and off.

About National Dating Abuse Helpline

The National Council on Family Violence launched the National Dating Abuse Helpline in 2007 with funding from Liz Claiborne, Inc. and serves as an innovative source of support and resources for teens and young adults involved in abusive dating relationships, their peers, parents, teachers and friends. The Helpline offers services to young people across the country who are experiencing dating abuse and are seeking to engage in healthy relationships by utilizing the technologies they use most often: web, chat and telephone. Young men and women can anonymously contact trained peer-to-peer advocates by telephone, 24 hours a day, seven days a week at 1-866-331-9474 or online via live chat at www.loveisrespect.org.

About Break the Cycle

Break the Cycle believes everyone has the right to safe and healthy relationships. As the leading voice for teens on the issue of dating violence, Break the Cycle advocates for policy and legislative changes that will better protect the rights and promote the health of teens nationwide. Engaging, educating and empowering youth through prevention and intervention programs, Break the Cycle helps young people identify and build healthy relationships. 
Partner News

ABA Votes for Youth Justice Expansion

On February 14, the American Bar Association's House of Delegates voted and passed a Resolution Urging Federal, State, Territorial and Local Governments to Provide Increased Support for the Expansion of Local Youth Justice Programs. www.globalyouthjustice.org
Teaching Tolerance Award for Excellence

Applications are being accepted for the Teaching Tolerance Award for Excellence in Culturally Responsive Teaching. Five educators who exhibit excellence in meeting the needs of diverse students will be honored with this award and $1,000 apiece. The deadline to apply is June 1. http://www.tolerance.org/award?newsletter=TT021511
Embrace Social Media in the Classroom 
A recent Pew Research Center report shows 73 percent of teens between the ages of 12-17 use social networking, up from 55 percent just four years ago. Numbers are greatest among high school girls, who tend to use social media as a way to socialize and strengthen relationships. 

Facebook and, to a lesser degree, MySpace are the major social networking sites of choice. But teens also use social media when they text on cell phones, play online games and interact with others through online forums and membership sites. In the last five years, social networking has become ubiquitous.

Some of the concern about social media is warranted. Parents should be more knowledgeable about their children’s online activity, and cyberbullying can be painfully vicious. But others say social media is here to stay, and rather than shielding children from it and admonishing them for using it, educators should support these social networks.

The latest issue of Teaching Tolerance magazine helps educators use society’s newest public square to promote social justice.

SADD Introduces New Parent Resources

SADD has launched ParentTeen Matters, a new, informative website for parents and other caring adults. This site explores timely issues critical to the health and safety of teens: underage drinking and other drug use, the challenges of teen driving, and parental empowerment in helping teens thrive. You can sign up for a free monthly e-newsletter at http://www.sadd.org/ptm/index.html. Funding for this initiative was provided by the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.

Ford Launches National High School Safe Driving Tour 

 Ford Motor Company Fund is investing another $1 million to fight the No. 1 killer of American teens, working with the Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA) to expand Ford's free driving skills program to high schools in 15 states. 

The expanded Ford program will reach high schools in these market areas: Birmingham, AL; Little Rock, AR; Hartford, CT; Orlando and Tallahassee, FL; Atlanta; GA; Shreveport, LA; Portland, ME; Boston, MA; Jackson, MS; Manchester, NH; Albany, NY; Raleigh/Durham, NC; Providence, RI; Charleston, SC; and Burlington, VT.
Ford Driving Skills for Life builds young drivers’ skills in areas such as driver distraction, speed space management, vehicle handling, and hazard recognition. These areas contribute to more than 60 percent of teen crashes. In addition to hands-on events, the program offers learning tools such as an interactive website (www.drivingskillsforlife.com) with learning modules, quizzes, car care and driving tip videos and games. Free educator packets are available for students, parents, educators, and community organizations.
What protects students in your school from engaging in self-injury? 

March 1 was International Self-Injury Awareness Day, and now is a good time to start the dialogue in your school/community about the signs and symptoms of self-injury and to educate students and staff about a wide range of healthy adaptive coping skills.

A recent article in the Huffington Post highlighted a disturbing trend in the number of self-injury videos on YouTube. The article pointed to a recent study of some 5,000 different YouTube videos about self-injury, indicating that the haunting music and rich imagery may attract young self-injurers and trigger this behavior. 

To date, more than 200 schools nationwide have the Signs of Self-Injury Prevention Program in their schools. This program is based on the same model used to develop the award-winning, nationally-recognized Signs of Suicide (SOS) Prevention program.


AT&T Distributing Free Documentary Featuring Families Affected by Texting Behind the Wheel to Educators, Government Officials, Safety Organizations and Public 

"Where u at." Those three words made up the last text message Mariah West read before her car crashed into a bridge, ending her life. Approaching one of the most dangerous days on the road - New Year's Eve - AT&T* today announced the release of a powerful new documentary featuring stories from individuals, including Mariah's parents, whose lives have been altered by texting while driving. 

The 10-minute piece will be distributed nationwide to schools, safety organizations, government agencies and more as part of AT&T's "It Can Wait" campaign. Each of the eight individuals included in the full-length reel volunteered their stories to help AT&T educate wireless customers - particularly youth - on the risks of tapping away on their cell phones in the car. The documentary can be viewed online at no charge on AT&T's "It Can Wait" website and on AT&T's YouTube page.

"Distracted driving is an epidemic, particularly among teens who are confident in their ability to text or talk while driving," said U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. "Of the 5,500 people killed last year due to distracted driving, the largest proportion of fatalities occurred among young people under the age of 20. I hope teens will take this powerful video to heart and realize that when you're behind the wheel, no text message or phone call is worth the risk."

"This documentary is a raw look at the reality and hazards of texting while driving, and we hope it will make wireless customers think twice before pulling out their cell phones in the driver's seat," said Cathy Coughlin, senior executive vice president and global marketing officer for AT&T. 

The documentary is supported by: National Organizations for Youth Safety (NOYS), CTIA - The Wireless Association, The National Safety Council (NSC), and Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA).

AT&T is working to distribute the video to numerous government agencies and safety organizations around the country, as well as to educators, students and policymakers to put real faces to the growing problem and spread the message. It will also appear on the websites and communication channels such as newsletters and social media pages of NOYS, along with tens of thousands of schools affiliated with the organization.

"The Last Text" reveals the extensive impact texting while driving can have on lives, communities, families, and friends. To help youth and youth leaders implement this new tool into their distracted driving prevention program of work, NOYS developed a toolkit to support this documentary. Both are free to download and use. 
Grants - Funding
Launch of the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020

20 grants of $500 for creative, visible, unique events are being awarded to launch the Decade of Action on May 11, 2001. Teams also will receive a flip video camera, t-shirts, and an electronic toolkit full of ideas to actively support road safety. Deadline is March 21, 2011. 

http://www.who.int/roadsafety/decade_of_action/launch/en/index.html

What is a Do Something Seed Grant?
Are you working to start a community action project or program? Do you need money to put your ideas into action? If you answered, "YES,” you are eligible to apply for a Do Something Seed Grant. A $500 Do Something Seed Grant is awarded every week. These grants can be used towards project ideas and programs that are just getting started, or to jump-start your program and realize your ideas. These grants can also be used towards projects that are already developed and sustainable, towards the next steps of your project.
http://www.dosomething.org/grants/seedgrants
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